CHAPTER 10 PECANS, CHOCOLATE AND BLUEBERRIES
1. Do you lovingly teach your child to participate in family activities such as sharing a meal together at the table with simple loving conversation?
2. Do you lovingly teach your child to try to eat different foods and prepare those foods to make them appealing?
3. When your child does something wrong or something you do not like, do you stop and consider options at hand to help train and mature this child into the type of person God wants them to be? Is anger, lashing out at the child best, or even appropriate? Read and discuss Deuteronomy 6:1-3, 4-5 (“you shall”), 6-9. Ephesians 6:1-3—training for your child. Ephesians 6:4—instructions for the father.
4. Under both the Old Testament and the New Testament, who has primary responsibility for training children spiritually? If the father fails in his responsibility, or is out of the family picture, as in death, who then is to evaluate the needs of the child and the mother (widow)? Carefully read James 1:27 and consider it seriously before giving your answer. Determine from a Greek lexicon the meaning of “orphan.” Christ used the same Greek word in John 14:18 to mean “comfortless, without a teacher or a guide (spiritually). Who is to step up in this situation when necessary?
5. Do children learn to be servants, caring for the needs of others, from you and your means of caring for the needs of parents, family members, friends, neighbors, and those in need?
6. Read Ephesians 4:28. Is it the responsibility of each one of us as wage earners to budget funds specifically for the purpose of giving something to those who have need?
7. Have you taught your children to be servants with the love of God in their hearts? Is this an important virtue to have in one’s life? Why? Why not?
